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The Knowledge level for owners of pomegranate trees
orchards about pomegranate fruits worm Ectomyelosi
ceratoniae and some methods of its controlling in Al-Hurr
district / Karbala
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Abstract

This study aimed to determine the knowledge level for owners of pomegranate trees orchards on
the worm fruits of pomegranate , some methods of control , determine the level of knowledge in
each of the field of the insect, the area of some of the methods of control, determine the level of
knowledge in each axis of insect control as well as to identify the most important problems that
facing those owners in Al-Hurr district / Karbala in the field of combating insect worm
pomegranate fruits..

In order to achieve the objectives of the research, a questionnaire has been prepared that consisted
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of two parts, the first part included the test to measure the level of knowledge included (46)

items distributed on (4) axes within two fields:

1- knowledge on the insect which consisted of two axes: {a- description of the insect (12) item, b-
diagnose the symptoms of infestation (12) item}.

2- knowledge on insect Control that included two axes: {a- agricultural pest control (10) items, b-
chemical control (12) item}, the maximum degree of the test has reached (46) and the minimum
zero. While the second part of the questionnaire included the problems that facing the owners of
pomegranate trees orchards in the field of controlling worm of pomegranate fruits.

Data were collected in July and August - 2014 through personal interviews by taking a stratified
random proportional sample with (5%) represent (56) individual which selected from (50%) of
the agricultural cooperative societies that belong to Al- Hurr district / Karbala by two societies
and (1128) orchard owners.
the results study revealed that the average degrees of the knowledge level of the whole
respondents on worm fruits of pomegranate and some methods of control it was (21.8) degrees,
and (50%) of the sample their knowledge within the average level , and the results showed the
presence of low and medium level of knowledge among the respondents in knowledge about
insect with a rate of (83.9%), and the presence of cognitive level of average reported by the
respondents in the insect control by (51.79%), as well as having an average level of knowledge
in each axis of control by (57.01%) at agricultural pest control and (55% ) in the axis of
chemical control. The problems, the results showed that the problem of poor communication
between the owners of pomegranate trees orchards and agricultural extension workers came at
the first of the problems, while lack of coverage of radio and TV programs related to
pomegranate worm fruits and methods of control it came among the last rank of the problems.
The study has recommended the need for active and objective agricultural extension programs
(training courses, seminars, etc.) to be done by the agricultural extension system for the purpose
of improving the knowledge and expertise of the owners of orchards trees of pomegranate with
the worm fruit and methods of control it, as well as the need to provide sufficient numbers of
extension agents specialized and trained to contact the owners of pomegranate trees and follow
their requirements .The researcher also recommended the need for the Ministry of Agriculture
represented by the Directorate of Plant Protection and the General Company for Agricultural
Supplies to provide owners of pomegranate orchards with the appropriate pesticides at
subsidized prices.
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